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of the Far East. Big ships, the rise of new powers, have
merely meant that the base and harbour must march
with the times.

So for God's sake! my good kind Socialist gentlemen,
see to it, should this England think you worthy to hold
the reins again, that you do not tamper with the foundations
that feed your expectant supporters. Write 'men* and
6women' on all lavatories if it pleases you, tamper with
the police if the public will let you, tax enterprise out
of existence, dance any dance you like on your tubs at
the street corners, but do not tamper with the control
and protection of the waterways that carry your trade.
Never mind if the wrong men do get rich so long as the
money they get is spent for others to earn.

It were absurd to mix up so unworthy a subject with
the stately question of Empire and safety did not we find
our Whitehall beds lodging strange bedfellows.

THE WHITE ENSIGN AND THE RED DUSTER

In the excitement of making Britain "record conscious"
which is the curious suggestions of those who own speed
tracks and engine factories, we are letting perhaps our
young folk forget what the White Ensign and the even
more glorious "Red Duster" the Trader's Jack, stand for.
Foreigners, thinking, world-conscious foreigners, have gloried
and wondered at the British flag more than we do our-
selves. The complete policing of the unpoliced seas by
the British Navy has been the world's wonder and earned
the world's approbation. The suppression of the slave-
trade, the extermination of the arms traffic, where arms
can do no good, the extermination of almost all piracy,
have been the work of your Navy.

Until the North Sea peril demanded the concentration
of the Naval force in Home waters, the White Ensign sailed
every sea, and was known of the world and known gratefully